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May 3, 2004
Congressman Edward Markey Congressman Peter King
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Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressmen Markey and King:

I write to thank you for your sponsorship of H.R. 4155, the Cigarette Fire Safety
Act of 2004.

As you know, New York State’s law, Executive Law 156-c, and its accompanying
regulations, which will become effective on June 28, resulted in the adoption of cigarette
fire safety performance standards that are pioneering in this country. Your sponsorship
of the federal bill, which basically adopts New York’s standards, will result in the spread
of the benefits New York will shortly enjoy to the rest of the country. We are grateful for
your efforts and applaud them. We are also grateful for Section 4, which expressly
provides that the New York statute will not be preempted by the federal law. We believe
that, as the Findings section states, the implementation of this law will prevent thousands
of future civilian and firefighter deaths and injuries, as well as property damage, when
this landmark legislation becomes effective.

Thank you again for your outstanding leadership on this issue.
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